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Lesson for August 8 in this issue 


Lesson 6.—Choosing the Best. 
Matthew 6:19-34; Galatians 5:16-23; Philip- 
pians 1:9-11; 4:8; 1 Thessalonians 5:21, 22. 
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Sufficient 
By Dorotha Strayer 


O SEE‘ Thy purpose, Lord, in what 
befalls | ; 
Of good and ill, as all the days go by; 
To go, in y answer to Thy calls, 
When I would rather lift my hands 
and cry; 
“I cannot bear the hour that lies before!” 
Forgetting that Then knowest better, 
still; 
To be content, when ches hast cloned a 
door; 
To know the path beyond was ey Thy 
will; 
To follow on, and walk by faith, the 
while— 
’Twere easy, Lord, could I but see the 
way— 
To see Thy purpose hidden in each trial, 
Then could I bear the burden of the 
day. 
To see Thy purpose?—'tis enough to see 
“Sufficient is my grace, my child, for 
thee.” 


bg 
An “| Am” for Every Need 


“But my God shall supply all your 
need according to his riches in glory by 
Christ Jesus” is a favorite text with 
Christians, and rightly so. But it has a 
deeper meaning than is often given to 
it, for this great promise is sometimes 
limited to material and financial needs. 
The context shows that it has this pri- 
mary sense, for Paul was thanking the 
Philippians for the gift sent to him, and 


then assuring them that God would meet 
their needs. But, like the other prom- 
ises of Scripture, it is more far-reach- 
ing than we sometimes think and will 
bear more weight than we put upon it. 
The Christian may have desires that God 
will ‘not meet, but he has no real need 
that God cannot meet. A fruitful line 
of thought is suggested at the close of 
the evening portion of the “Daily Light” 
for June 3 by Evan Hopkins in “Broken 
Bread.” He writes: “It is the divine 
I am’ that gives the warrant for bold 
and unwavering faith. , For every ‘I 
need’ in self there is an ‘I am’ in God.” 
The leading text for the evening was, “I 
am the Almighty God; walk before me, 
and be thou perfect” (Gen. 17:1). As 
Mr. Hopkins explains, the Hebrew form 
of God’s name here is El Shaddai, or 
“The all-sufficient One.” Here is an Old 
Testament truth which, for the believer, 
blossoms out into full flower in the per- 
son of Christ as He is revealed in the 
Gospel of John. Seven times—the num- 
ber of divine completeness—He reveals 
Himself as able to meet all of man’s 
spiritual needs by using that Old Testa- 
ment name for God, “I Am,” which was 
revealed to Moses (Exod, 3:14): “I am 


the door” (John 10:9), the very begin- 
ning of salvation; “I am the way, the 
truth, and the life” (John 14:6), the way 
to Heaven, and all the truth and life 
needed on the way; “I am the good 
shepherd” (10:11, 14), the One who 
cares for the sheep, feeds them, leads 
them, and keeps them eternally; “I am 
the bread of life: he that cometh to me 
shall never hunger; and he that be- 
lieveth on me shall never thirst” (6:35), 
satisfying, as.no one and nothing else 
can do, that gnawing hunger in man’s 
heart; “I am the light of the world: he 
that followeth me shall not walk in 
darkness, but shall have'the light of life” 
(8:12), providing all the spiritual light 
we need as we go through this dark and 
perplexing wofld; “I am the vine, ye 
are the branches” (15:5), supplying that 
life-giving sap for the continual renewal 
of the spiritual life; “I am the resurrec- 
tion, and the life” (11:25), the power 
that enables us to wdlk in newness of 
life and which will one day raise all 
who have trusted in Jesus to meet Him 
in the air and to live eternally with 
Him. So, when we become conscious of 
a longing and a need, let us turn at once 
to the great “I Am.” 


Things Which Belong to Our Peace 


A hitherto unpublished sermon by the late Rev. Dr. Stuart Holden 


ERE are certain passages in Scrip- 
ture which are, as it were, itali- 
cized, passages which are of special 

moment and unusual urgency. They 
are summaries of the great truths that 
lie at the heart of God’s message to man, 
truths that are closely woven into the 
essential texture of things. It would 
appear that time and again the Holy 
Spirit calls special attention to things 
of special urgency, as when, for exam- 
ple, Jesus Himself prefaced some of His 
sayings with the words: “Verily! Verily!” 








Comfort for Dark Days 


“And we know that all things 
work together for good to them 


that love God, to them who are 
the called according to his pur- 
pose” (Rom. 8:28). 








And when some massive statements are 
introduced by that arresting word 
“Surely!” These are Bible italics. Mark 
them well. They are the axioms and 
postulates of life. They stand out with 
the inevitableness of statements that are 
above controversy. They are the things 
that belong to our peace, to our very 
life: Here is Truth underscored, printed 
in large type. With each passing day 
swiftly driving us into eternity, carrying 
with them each one’s personal record, 
good and bad, let us think together, not 
of anything merely secondary in the 
scale of importance, but of the really 
commanding themes, which the Bible 
every now and again sets forth in large 
type. 

“In the day that thou eatest thereof 
thou shalt surely die” (Gen, 2/17). Could 
any statement be plainer, or more direct? 
Sin is followed by death, and no amount 
of ingenious thinking or acting can ever 
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dodge that issue. If one thing is indis- 
putably true, it is that when any man 
contravenes the law of God-—and all 
God’s laws, both of precept and prohi- 
bitions have His love at their heart— 
something sinister happens in him. A 
_ strange deadness of soul overtakes him. 
He etches the record of his deliberate 
wrongdoing upon his own being as with 
corrosive acid. A serpent bites us, and 
its bite is poisonous. Mind, taste, mem- 
ory, imagination, conscience are all 
infected; until we become utterly indif- 
ferent, unresponsive, and ultimately un- 
aware of the existence of the world of 
moral realities. This is death. What 
remains to us then is but a span of ex- 
istence only, 

We die by our own hands. Who does 
not know something of this in his own 
life? And who has not spurned alike, 
the warning of his own experience, and 
this imperious word of God, under the 
attraction of the fruit that is “pleasant 
to the sight”? “Surely every man walk- 
eth in a vain shew” (Psa 39:5). A great 
writer has said that “mankind was cre- 
ated for an empire, but lives in a pit.” 
And in this he is right, for this is just 
what life in the world is: a pit, in which 
men struggle, and fight one another, and 
trample on the best humgn instincts, and 
degrade themselves. And all for what? 
For vain, unsubstantial, unsatisfying 
shadows. They secure what they think 
are for their best interests by despoiling 
their souls. Some of them win the 
world, most of them do‘not; but in the 
process of wooing, or of subduing it, 
they all lose their lives. The world 
promises only to deceive. For the world, 
with its noise, and perpetual motion, and 
triviality, and clatter, and tinsel bright- 
ness, and ever-changing fashions, and 
frivolity, and practical atheism, is just 
a braggart offering in exchange for hu- 
man souls that which it has not got to give. 
Those who walk in its ways, carefully 
keeping step with its conventions, and 
who are most successful in securing its 
favor, walk in a vain show. 


What do they get of abiding worth? 
Are they laying up treasure in the cur- 
rency of the country toward which they 
are inevitably journeying? Look at the 
man who worships business, and the 
woman who worships fashion. Look at 
those .who worship pleasure, and ease, 
and self. What do their over-full yet 
empty lives proclaim? Ask them: What 
have you gained by amassing a fortune, 
and squandering a life? What have you 
gained if you have “queened” it in your 
fashionable apparel, and beggared your 
immortal soul? The answer surely is, 
“A vain shew,” fantastic, unsubstantial 
shadows which vanish with the falling 
of night. “Take my influence and bury 
it with me,” were the last words of one 
of the. world’s victims, who walked on 
and on in a vain show, to avoid think- 
ing, ,until the power of walking further 
had gone from him, and he was being 
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carried toward the nemesis of a wasted 
life.’ 

“Surely he hath borne our griefs, and 
carried our sorrows” (Isa. 53:4). What 
a Gospel for those who have fallen vic- 
tim to sin’s seductions, and to the world’s 
deceptions! What a wonderful message 
—that tHe penalty of outraged law has 
been borne! That the self-created bar- 
riers between a God of holiness and His 
disobedient children have been broken 
down! That love has found a way 
whereby His banished ones need no 
longer be exiled! That by reason of 
a Life laid down “for us men and for 
our salvation,” we may be pardoned, for- 
given, freed; and by that same life, im- 
parted to us, we may be, if we will, 
renewed, transformed, cleansed in mo- 
tive, empowered to recover our lost 
moral territory, and to walk no more in 
a vain show, but in the light of life, 
in the light of life’s true values, and 
uplifting objectives, and enriching pur- 
suits. What an emancipation! And what 
an assurance to the one who believes 
in a general way that Christ died for 
sinners, but who has doubts about his 
own personal guilt, and who has never 
been able to believe that He bore his sin 
by way of Calvary to the shoreless ocean 
of God’s forgetfulness. 

“Surely his salvation is nigh them that 
fear him” (Psa. 85:9). These words are 
italicized to help the one whose con- 
sciousness is of an immeasurable dis- 
tance between himself and God; the one 
who knows the plague of his own heart, 
and who knows only too well how, and 
when, and where its deadly seeds were 
sown; the one who, though he has no 
doubts as to Christ’s work upon the 
cross, is full of doubts as to himself; 
the one who would, if he could only 
break away from self, spend the rest 
of his days seeking tg carry out the will 
of God; the man who prays, but seems 
to get no answer to his prayers; the 
one who sees a great gulf fixed between 
his own desires, but no bridge; and who 
knows that he has not the moral strength 
to eross if such a bridge were there. 
Yes, even to such a one, is God’s sal- 
vation nigh. How nigh? Even at the 
door. There is just the breadth of the 
threshold between you and Christ, and 
the measure of that threshold is just the 
measure of your sheer unbelief. 

‘““Surely goodness and mercy shall] fol- 
low me all the days of my life” (Psa. 
23:6). The past-haunted future is al- 
ways a concern to the Christian believer. 
He knows only too well what the moral 
consequences of life are—that yesterday 
invades today; that deeds past are not 
deeds done with; that behind him are 
memories of shame and remorse; that 
though the guilt and folly of them are 
forgiven, and their stain cleansed, their 
influence is not dead. He fears he can 
never be the man he would be because 
of the man he has been; that he must 
go limping all his days. But listen! 
“Surely.” God here mterposes Himself 
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in Christ’ between us, and the undying 
consequences of our sin, whatever it has 
been. “Goodness and mercy” obliter- 
ate and separate us completely from sin- 
debasing associations; they blot out, as 
a thick cloud, our transgressions. Like 
eager foes our sins may pursue us, but 
they can never overtake the man who 
is following the Lord Christ; for He is 
the rear guard of His people, and He 
keeps them at bay. He is between us 
and them. “Surely goodness and mercy 
shall follow me all the days of my life.” 
The man who wrote those words did 
so out of his own experience of past 
sin. But he got safely through, even 
though the storms and billows passed 
over him. And so, too, will you, under 
the protecting care and sure control of 
God. : 
“Surely I come quickly” (Rev. 22:20). 
We are moving forward, not toward the 
midnight, but toward the morning! Not 
toward a breaking down of everything, 
but toward a taking up of them that 
love Him, to be with Him for ever. Not 


toward chaos and ‘confusion, but toward® - 


the vindication of faith and hope in the 
entbronement of Christ as the universal 
Prince of Peace. Not toward the wilder- 


(Continued on page 623) 








Notes on Open Letters 


How To Conduct the 
Business of a Church 

Would you be kind enough to advise 
me what is generally cgp sidered the 
best method of voting in‘a church for: 

(1) Officers. 

(2) Business matters—whether plu- 
rality or majority? 

Also advise if it is general procedure 
in churches to require a three-quarter 
vote to amend the church constitution. 
—An Illinois reader. 

Probably the methods used in the 
evangelical Protestant churches vary . 
considerably. The reader should first 
look up the constitution of his own local 
church, and he may find that his ques- 
tions are answered in that. If not, it 
is suggested that he write to the head- 
quarters of his denomination for infor- 
mation and help. He can get the address 
of the headquarters of his denomination 
from his pastor, or he should be able 
to find it in the Sunday schoo] literature 
or other literature distributed in the 
Sunday school and church, 

A well-known book on parliamentary 
law, which can be followed in church 
business meetings, is “Robert’s Rules of 
Order.” It may be obtained from Scott, 
Foresman and Company, 433 E. Erie St., 
Chicago 11, at $2.50. 

If a church is independent, that is, not 
linked with any denomination, one of 
the officers may write for information to 
the headquarters of the Independent 
Fundamental Churches of America, 542 
S. Dearborn St., Chicago 5. 
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Lesson for August 8 


IV. R. A. Torrey, the Pointed Personal Worker 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


A graduate of fdmous universities who gave all 
his talents to the work of winning souls 


E first time after his conversion 
that he saw the young lady whom 
he had been taking to dances, he 

sought to win her to Christ. He says: 
“The first time I saw her after my con- 
version, I commenced to reason with 
her out of the Scriptures. It took two 
hours of talking to her, but she accepted 
Christ.”1 This experience seemed pro- 
phetic of the way Torrey was to spend 
the rest of his life—winning people to 
Christ. 

Reuben Archer Torrey (1856-1928), the 
successor: to D. L. Moody ifi world 
evangelism, also took top rank as a 
teacher, a writer, a champion of the 
faith once for all delivered to the saints, 
and as a personal worker. In the writer’s 
opinion, Dr. Torrey did more to empha- 
size and promote personal evangelism 
than any other one man since the days 
of the apostles. 

Possessed with a brilliant, well-trained 
mind, he was logical, penetrating, posi- 
tive, thorough, and convincing, whether 
preaching, teaching, or doing personal 
work. He held degrees from Yale Uni- 
versity and Divinity School and did 
postgraduate work in the universities of 
Leipzig and Erlangen in Germany. His 
faith was sometimes imperiled as he bat- 
tled rationalism and the higher criticism 
in these schools, but the grace of God 
and the prayers of a Christian mother 
brought him safely through. 

From the pastorate of a Congregational 
church in Garrettsville, Ohio, he went to 
Minneapolis as superintendent of city 
missions. He was growing in spiritual 
stature, mastery of the Bible, and evange- 
listic fruitfulness. D. L. Moody heard 
of him and brought him to Chicago in 
1889 as superintendent of the Bible In- 
stitute. Here he remained until 1908, 
serving also for twelve years of this 
time as pastor of the Moody Church. 
In 1912 he went to Los Angeles, where 
he was dean of the Bible Institute of 
Los Angeles, 1912-24, and pastor of the 
Church of the Open Door, 1915-24. 

He frequently took time out to con- 
duct large evangelistic campaigns in 
the major cities of America and around 
the world. But he always kept busy in 


personal evangelism. George T. B. Davis, 


who spent ten months in 1904-05 study- 
ing the work and methods of Dr. Tor- 
rey, writes: - 

“Another characteristic of Dr. Torrey 
which strongly impresses one in close 
touch with his work is his enthusiasm 
for personal work. He believes thor- 





1The Moody Monthly, October, 1937, p. 65, 
article entitled, “Personal Work,” by Rev. 
Reuben A. Torrey, D.D., based on notes of 
an address given by Dr. Torrey. 


As a boy, Reuben Torrey made up 
his mind that he woyld not preach 
the Gospel, but would be a lawyer. 
But his mother prayed earnestly that 
he might be a minister. Mr. George 
T.,B. Davis, in his biography of Tor- 
rey (see note at end of article), 
-quotes Torrey’s own account of a 
dream that he had while a student 
at Yale: “One night I dreamed that 
my mother was dead—though she 
was still living—and that I was 
sleeping in my old room, when she 
came in as an angel, and besought 
me to become a minister of the Gos-: 
pel. I promised her that I would. 
I never could get away from that 
promise.” Some time afterward he 
awoke “one night filled with an 
awful agony and despair. .. . I drop- 
ped upon my knees and lifted my 
heart to God, and I told God that if 
He would take the burden off my 
heart, I would preach the Gospel, 
though previously the whole ambi- 
tion of my life was to be a lawyer. 
My conversion turned on my sur- 
render at this point, . and I found 
peace.” Thus began Torrey’s life of 
fruitful and far-reaching Christian 
service. -This is the fourth in a series 
of six articles on great personal 
workers by Dr. Whitesell, teacher of 
Practical Theolegy at Northern Bap- 

tist Theological Seminary, Chicago. 








oughly in doing personal work, not 
merely in the meetings but on the 
streets, in streetcars, on buses, on trains 
and steamers—everywhere. Many of 
the most striking parts of his sermons 
are the stories of his experiences in 
soul-winning in all parts of the world.” 2 

His highest ambition was to win souls. 
Mr. Davis records these words spoken by 
Dr. Torrey in the South London Taber- 
nacle: 


“I would rather win souls than be . 


the greatest king or emperor on earth; 


I would rather win souls than be the” 


greatest general that ever commanded 
an army; I would rather win souls than 
be the greatest poet, or novelist, or liter- 
ary man who ever walked the earth. 
My one ambition in life is to win as 
many as possible. Oh, it is the only 
thing worth doing, to save souls; and, 
men and women, we can all do it!”3 
His most widespread and lasting con- 
tribution to personal evangelism was 





2George T. B. Davis, “Torrey and Alexan- 
der” (Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., 
1905; out of print), p. 245. 

%George T. B. Davis, “Torrey and Alexan- 
der,” pp. 209, 210. 
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. made by his books. He published “How 


To Bring Men to Christ” in 1893, per- 
haps the first real textbook on the sub- 
ject to appear in America. “This book 
was revised and enlarged, as Part I of 
“How To Work for Christ,” in 1901. No 
greater book on practical methods of 
personal and public evangelism has ever 
been written than this. Fleming H. 
Revell Company has put dut twenty-one 
printings of this book up to the present, 
and Part I, printed separately under the 
title, “Personal Work,” has gone through 
twenty-four printings. These books are 
intensely practical. The author tells ex- 
actly what Scripture passages to use and 
how to use them with various types of 
inquirers, and he illustrates freely from 
his own experience. 

Dr. Torrey was able to get others to 
do personal work, especially in his pas- 
torates. He said: 

“The fourth church, of which I am 
now pastor, is a metropolitan church in 
the heart of a great city, with a mem- 
bership, when I took it, of eight hun- 
dred. Each one of these four churches 
was as different as churches could be. 
I started out in each by going to work 
to train my people to be intelligent soul- 
winners, so that if a revival ever should 
come, I would have people ready to 
lead others intelligently to an acceptance 
of Christ. The revival did come at the 
end of the first year in the first church, 
and it has been going on ever since. 
From that day to this I have lived in 
a revival. Some people say they believe, 
not in spasmodic revivals, but in per- 
petual revivals. So do I. I not only 
believe in them, but since the first year 
of my ministry I have had a perpetual 
revival, ahd that has been due largely 
to the fact that I have had a trained 
membership.” 4 

His approach to individuals in personal 
work was sometimes brusque and always 
direct and pointed. While he tried to 
avoid offense and make a wholesome im- 
pression, yet there is no record that he 
ever tried to win people to himself as'a 
means of winning them to Christ. He 
sought to win them directly to Jesus 
Christ as Saviour and Lord, 

Torry’s power in soul-winning was due 
to several factors, but most of all to his 
deep and unflaggimg life of prayer. The 
late Dr. Will H. Houghton, former presi- 
dent of Moody Bible Institute, who 
preached Dr. Torrey’s funeral sermon, 
wrote: 

“But those who knew Dr. Torrey more 
intimately knew him as a man of regu- 
lar and uninterrupted prayer. He knew 





«George T. B. Davis, “Torrey and Alexan- 
der,” p. 35. 
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what it meant to pray without ceasing. 
With hours set systematically apart for 
prayer, he gave himself diligently to this 
ministry.” 5 

In complete reliance on the Holy 
Spirit, Dr. Torrey used the Word of God 
to bring lost sinners to conviction, con- 
version, and assurance. To him the 
Scriptures were always in place. Whether 
the prospect was interested in the Bible 
or not, whether he believed it or not, 
Dr. Torrey faced him with the Word 
_of God and virtually drilled him through 
with it. His method was to put the 
Bible into the hands of the inquirer, 
point out selected passages to him, and 
have him read them aloud; then he would 
ask pointed questions about the passage 
until the sinner understood it and was 
moved by it. ® dl 

This is the way he would use Isaiah 
53:6, “All we like sheep have gone 
astray; we have turned every one to his 
own way; and the Lord hath laid on him 
the iniquity of us all.” ~He writes: 

“Get the inquirer to read the verse 
himself, then say to him, ‘The first half 
of this verse shows you your need of 
Salvation, the second half shows you the 
provision God has made for your salva- 
tion. Read again the first half of the 
verse. Is this true of you? Have you 
gone astray like a sheep? Have you 
turned to your own way?’ ‘Yes.’ ‘Then 
what are you?’ Get the inquirer to say, 
‘I am lost.’ ‘We will now look at the 
provision God has made for your salva- 
tion; read the last half of the verse. Who 
is the one in this verse upon whom our 
iniquity has been laid?’ ‘Christ.’ ‘What 
then has God done with your sin?’ ‘Laid 
it on Christ. ‘Is it then on you any 
longer?’ Go over it again and again un- 
til he sees that his sin is not on him ‘but 
that it is on Christ, and has been set- 
tled forever. I often use a simple illus- 
tration in making the meaning of the 
verse plain. I let my right hand repre- 
sent the inquirer, my left hand repre- 
sent Christ, and my Bible represent the 
inquirer’s sin. I first lay the Bible on 
my right hand and say, ‘Now where is 
your sin?’ The inquirer replies, of course, 
‘On me.’ I then repeat the last half of 
the verse, ‘the Lord hath laid on him the 
iniquity of us all,’ and transfer the Bible 
from my right hand to my left, and ask, 
‘Where is your sin now?’ The inquirer 
replies, ‘On Him, of course.’ I then ask, 
‘Is it on you any longer?’ and he says, 
‘No, on Christ.’ Very many people have 
been led out into light and joy by this 
simple illustration.” 6 

So well did Dr. To#rey know the Scrip- 
tures, and so well did he know the ex- 
cuses of sinners and the arguments of 
infidels and agnostics, that few of them 
could stand long before him. Robert 





5 Will H. Houghton, Moody Monthly, Octo- 
ber, 1936, p. 57. 

*R. A. Torrey, “How To Work for Christ” 
(Fleming H. Revell Co., Westwood, N. J., $4), 
pp. 39, 40. 
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Harkness, for many years Dr. Torrey’s 
pianist, says: ‘ 

“While Reuben Archer Torrey was 
great as a preacher of grace, and great 
as an author, he was equally great as 
a personal worker. He ‘was skilled in 
the art of meeting the difficulties of the 
unbeliever. He was powerful in answer- 
ing the hackneyed arguments of the in- 
fidel. He could at any time quote the 
correct Scripture necessary to dissipate 
the doubt of any inquirer. To him the 
Bible was the two-edged sword of the 
Spirit. His attack on the sin of the in- 
dividual was always ‘supported by an 
irrefutable array of Scripture. Herice 
he was usually successful in attaining 
his purpose. He relied on no other 
weapon.” 7 
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Dr, Torrey was thorough in personal 
evangelism. He believed in staying with 
the inquirer, not only until he had led 


him to a wholeh ed commitment to 
Christ, but until he had assurance of sal- 
vation and had been instructed clearly in 
the way to live a victorious Christian 
life, 

This man excelled in every form of 
Christian service he entered. He could 
be satisfied with nothing less. No won- 
der he was such a successful personal 
worker, Who follows in his train? 

(To be continued) 





?Robert Harkness, “Reuben Archer Torrey, 
the Man and His Message” (Bible Institute 
Colportage Assn., Chicago, 1929; out of print), 
p. 52. 


XVIII. The Seven Vials of God's Wrath 


Will they drive men to repentance? 


N CHAPTER 15 of Revelation, we find 

that the center of activity in Heaven 
has changed from the throne, where it 
was in chapter 4, to the Temple, from 
which the seven angels are soon to 
emerge with their vials of God’s wrath. 
The Temple on earth has been corrupted 
by the “abomination of desolation” 
(Matt. 24:15). The Temple in Heaven 
remains unchanged in its holy character, 
just as God’s throne stands unchanged, 
immovable, stable, and steadfast. The 
holiness of God must always assert it- 
self when sin attempts to wrest the scep- 
ter of righteousness from His almighty 
hand. 

That holy Temple is filled with smoke. 
The wrath of the fires of God's holiness 
has.closed those Temple doors against all 
access. Mercy has forsaken this scene. 
Grace has fulfilled her mission. God 
now is unapproachable. God is no 
longer available to be interviewed; the 
anger of a thrice holy God must burn in 
righteous judgment. “Terrible,” cries the 





N EXCELLENT chart depict- 

ing the various dispensations in 
“The Course of Time from Eternity 
to Eternity” has been prepared by 
A, E. Booth, and will be found es- 
pecially helpful in reading and 
studying Mr. Ainslie’s series of 
articles, “The Dawn of the Scarlet 
Age.” The chart is in color, on 
good paper, measuring 33x13 inches, 
and is accompanied by a 34-page 
“key” by the same author. 

Both the chart and key may 
be had for $1, postpaid, per set. 
Just address The Sunday School 
Times Company, 325 North 13th St., 
Philadelphia 5, and ask for the 
“Course.of Time” chart. 














By EDGAR AINSLIE 


atheist. “Yes, it is terrible,” answers the 
Christian; who must once more remind 
the atheist that this same God, whose 
hands sin has now forced to act in the 
crisis of this dread hour, is the God of 
Calvary. 

There are those today who delight to 
cavil at the idea of the punishment of 
sinners at the hand of God. Let them 
who believe in their false toleration 
study this chapter carefully. Here is the 
united testimony of the martyrs (vs. 3 
and 4). Surely they must know the 
character of God. They ascribe to God 
a lovely tribute to His justness saying, 
“Who shall not fear thee, and glorify thy 
name?” Only the blind atheist or opin- 
ionated Modernist, or lawless rebel, held 
fast by his passions in abject slavery, 
would refuse to bow at this holy shrine 
of the righteous execution of God's 
wrath, when, as the moral governor of 
His own universe, He must Rpnish sin- 
ners that violate His holy laws. 

The plagues of chapter 16 are the seven 
last plagues; no more will follow. One 
cannot help, when reading this. chapter, 
thinking of Israel in the land of Egypt. 
There ‘is a close resemblance between 
the plagues of Egypt and the plagues of 
this chapter. Sent on their mission of 
death, blood, war, and pestilence, the 
seven angelic heralds of destruction 
speed from the Temple to avenge the 
blood of the martyrs. One of the four 
living creatures gives into their hands 
the seven dreadful bowls, or golden vials, 
filled to the brim with the burning wrath 
of an angry God, and a-great voice is 
heard commanding them to go. The vials 
are seven, which tells of completeness. 
The vials are golden, which reveal the 
majesty and sovereignty of God. They 
are full; the contents are given without 
stint or limit. They are filled with 
wrath, not grace or mercy. Wrath to the 
uttermost is poured out, The earth is 
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their destination; this world is to be the 
theater of their operation. The heavenly 
places have all been cleared, but the 
earth is still holding out as a mighty 
stronghold in rebellion and revolt. 

The first vial is poured out, and the 


-earth becomes a world of Jobs. The cor- 


ruption within now comes out. The cor- 
ruption of human hearts is now mani- 
fested. In all its loathsomeness, the 


putrid matter of sinful natures now re-, 


veals itself in rotting corruption (Isa. 1: 
6). Men have allowed themselves to be 
marked for judgment by receiving the 
mark of the beast. How the marks of 
a fallen moral nature appear in loath- 
some, repulsive, disgusting, painful, 
bleeding, itching sores! 

The second vial is poured out, and the 
sea becomes as the blood of a dead man. 
Ask the undertaker what dead men’s 
blood is like; ask the soldier and sailor 
boys to describe it. Some Bible students 
see here the symbols of great naval bat- 
tles and disasters of colossal magnitude. 
A closer study would seem to involve far 
more. The vial has far more outreach- 
ing consequences as every living soul in 
the sea dies. No soul can live in these 
foul, stagnant bloody waters. The vast 
bodies of water are changed to vast 
bodies of corruption and death—blood to 
swim in, to bathe in, to drink. Terrible 
beyond all description. The refreshing 
sea breezes are gone, the healthy and in- 
vigorating conditions are gone. 

The third vial is poured out, and the 
horrid specter of bl grows to greater 
proportions. Now rivérs and fountains 
are affected. Streams of blood meet the 
eye everywhere. Go to your faucet, you 
can get only blood. Go to the spring, 
only flowing blood. The pump where the 
sparkling water used to delight the soul 
and quench the thirst now yields ohly 
dirty, filthy blood. This appalling calam- 
ity, will bring horrors to this world far 
more terrible than the sons of men have 
ever yet experienced. 

Before the next vial is poured out, a 
wondrous confession from the altar 
voices breaks forth. A twofold confes- 
sion is heard, justifying our Creator for 
these outpourings of His wrath. The 
glorious angels are always quick to sense 
the justice, of God’s actions. It is only 
those whose eyes are blinded by “Satan 
who slander God for enforcing His laws 
of righteousness, 

The fourth angel now pours out his 
dreadful bowl of wrath. Now the glori- 
ous sun, the source of nature’s blessing, 
whose sunshine makes glad the hearts 
of men, turns against the enemies of God 
and His Christ and the murderers of the 
holy martyrs. In the providences of our 
beneficent Creator, He has limited by the 
firmament the vast resources of this 
great center of heat. The heat and en- 
érgy invested since creation in this glo- 
rious sun are allowed to reach us only 
for good, some ninety-three millions of 
miles away. Its almost infinite resources 
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of heat and ultra violet light have been 
controlled by the atmosphere to keep 
this globe from burning up. Here in this 
vial judgment these restraints are re- 
moved, and men are scorched by. the in- 
tense heat. They now get a foretaste of 
what the lake of fire will be like. 

The fifth angel now pours his vial upon 
the throne of the Beast, and his kingdom 
is plunged in terrible darkness. All light 
is withdrawn. God is bearding the lion 
in his den. One must understand that 
there is one sense in which these plagues 
are not like the plagues that fell on 
ancient Egypt. In Egypt’s case, each 
plague was terminated by the mercy of 
God. Here each plague runs on_its 
dreadful course without stop, adding 
more destruction and sorrow as time 
goes on. Man’s first installment of the 


* lake of fire is given in the fourth vial, 


his second is given in the fifth vial. 
Seemingly this reaches the summit of 
the endurance of man, and pain of the 
most excruciating kind is meted. out to 
those who suffer under this fifth vial. 
Terrible thought these pains may be, and 
hideous though their sores may be, they 
do not drive men to repentance, but 
rather to blasphemy and impenitence. 
How helpless the Beast will be to’ afford 
relief to those who are his victims! In 
Spite of all his vaunted power, his sub- 
jects can only gnaw their tongues for 
pain, and grope their way in a darkness 
far greater than that which befell 
ancient Egypt. 

The sixth angel pours out his vial upon 
the great River Euphrates, and this great 
river is dried up so that the barriers 
might be removed, for the path to Arma- 
geddon must be cleared. Soon the 
world’s greatest battle is to be staged in 
the land of Palestine. Here we see the 
godward side of this titanic struggle. 
How could such a terrible war be staged 
when man is supposed to be getting more 
enlightened, more loving, and emerging 
into a common brotherhood of nations? 
Here the veil is removed. 

Out of the mouths of the Dragon, the 
Beast, and the False Prophet now come 
three unclean spirits. These spirits re- 
semble frogs The frog is a fitting picture 
of these filthy, unclean demons. The 
frog breeds its young in the filth and 
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mire of the slime and slush of the stag- 
nant pond, so these demons are happy in 
moral filth and shame. These spirits are 
deceptive. They are out to allure the 
whole world, and entice all mankind to 
enter the trap of the cruel, heartless 
dragon. They will work miracles, and 
cleverly seduce their willing victims by 
wonderful signs, which the human heart 
craves to behold. 

This sixth vial will be poured out to 
bring about four things: 

1. God’s object is to crush the Beast 
and his Dragon-controlled empire. This 
judgment will paralyze his mighty 
power, and, for the time being, bring a 
respite to the harassed godly remnant. 

2. All hindrances are removed to allow 
the kings from the East to make their 
advance upon the land of Palestine for 
the battle of Armageddon. 

3. To contest the sovereignty of the 
world, Soon Christ, the promised Mes- 
siah} is to come to reign, and the Devil 
is determined to contest it. 

4. To test the power of God and the 
power of Satan. Soon the mighty power 
of Satan, which has wrecked the pur- 
poses of God and caused such havoc to 
mankind, will be forever broken, and 
the great mystery of evil will be at an 
end. 

The Devil and all his hosts of evil, 
combined with the armed forces of men, 
will be gathered to fight it out with Al- 
mighty God. How helpless they will be, 
“in spite of all their modern implements 
of warfare! How useless their artillery 
will be when the Almighty releases the 
powers of nature against man! How 
helpless when the heavens open and the 
glorious Rider on the white horse (Rev. 
19), the invincible warrior of Armaged- 
don, robed in dreadful crimson, descends 
to accept the arrogant challenge! 

The seventh angel now pours out his 
dreadful vial upon the capital city of 
the Beast, and it will lie in ruins. The 
throne of God has spoken in its message 
of violent wrath, and the earth is shaken. 
All history fails to record such an earth- 
quake for violence. Every~obstacle is 
smashed; all is tottering in ruins. The 
cities of earth fall; the end has come. 
The power of demons and Satan is tot- 
tering. 

(To be continued) 


Evangelistic Seminar at Philadelphia 
A challenge to a continuous and permanent soul-winning program 


HE first of a series of seminars on 

soul-winning and visitation evange- 
lism, planned for ‘numerous larger cities 
of the nation, was held recently in Phila- 
delphia’s historic Baptist Temple. The 
seminar extended over six days with 
sessions during the morning and evé- 
ning hours, and approximately one hun- 
dred and fifty churches of the area were 
represented in the attendance. The 
average attendance at the main sessions 


ran around five hundred and fifty, and 
virtually all of the delegates were active 
Christian workers, Sunday school teach- 
ers, and other leaders, as well as pastors. 

The seminar faculty included Dr. Wal- 
ter L. Wilson, president of the Kansas 
City Bible College; Dr. Robert M. Parr, 
pastor of Detroit’s nine-thousand-mem- 
ber Gilead Baptist Church; George T. B. 
Davis, director of the Million Testaments 


(Continued on page 621) 
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International Uniform Lesson 





LESSON 6. AUGUST 8. CHOOSING THE BEST 
Matt. 6:19-34, Gal. 5:16-23, Phil. 1:9-11; 4:8, 1 Thess. 5:21, 22) printed text, Matt. 6:25-33, Phil. 1:9-11, 4:8 


Golden Text.—Arnd this | pray, that your love may abound yet more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; that ye may 
approve things that are excellent.—Phil. 1:9, 10 


THE KInG‘JAMES VERSION 

Matt. 6:25 Therefore I say unto you, Take no thought for 
your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye shall drink; nor yet 
for your body, what ye shall put on. Is not the life more 
than meat, and the bedy than raiment? 

26 Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither 
do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly 
Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they? 

27 Which of you by taking thought can add one cubit unto 
his stature? =. 

28 And why take ye thought for raiment? Consider the 
lilies of the “field, how they grow; they toil not, neither do 
they spin: 

29 And yet I say unto you, That even Solomon in all his 
glory was not arrayed like one of these. 

30 Wherefore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which 
to day is, and to morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not 
much more clothe you, O ye of little faith? 

31 Therefore take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? 
or, What shall we drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 


32 (For after all these things do ‘the Gentiles seek:) for 
your heavenly Father knoweth that ye have need of all these 
things. 

33 But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteous- 
ness; and all gee things aan ae added unto you. 


Phil. 1:9 And this I pray, that your het may abound yet 
more and more in knowledge and in all judgment; 

10 That ye may approve things that are excellent; that ye 
may be sincere and without offence till the day of Christ; 

11 Being filled with the fruits of righteousness, which are 
by Jesus Cutn, ward the ony and eam of God, 


Chap. 4:8 Finally. batidee: whtdiotes things are true, 
whatsoever things are honest, whatsoever things are just, 
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever things are lovely, 
whatsoever things are of good report; if there be any virtue, 
and if there be any praise, think on these things. 

Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 






































The Lesson.as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 
F ANY preacher or teacher wants to 
T learn skill in the use of illustrations, 
he can do no better than study the 
illustrations of the Bible. The Old and 
New Testaments are both rich in. this 
treasure. It will be found, too, that 
those who use them differ in the fields 
to which they turn for their pictures. 
Take Paul. He was a man of the city, 
and drew his illustrations largely from 
life as a city man would see it. He was 
well acquainted with the sight of the Ro- 
man legionnaries, while every city of 
note had its games. War and athletics, 
then, supplied him with many an effec- 
tive lesson. 

Our Lord turned elsewhere for most 
of His illustrations. Nature; and the 
common tasks of everyday life, supplied 
Him with the material for many of His 
greatest lessons. They come close to us, 
whether we are from the city or the 
country. Country folks are very much 
at home with these references to birds 
and flowers and sowing and reaping and 
sheep and asses, while city folks sense 
the restfulness of these illustrations from 

. the quieter life. 

I have used illustrations—good ones, 
too—drawn from spheres with which 
only some specialists were acquainted, 
and they fell absolutely flat. I have used 
other illustrations so simple and homey 
that I was almost ashamed to give them 
to an adult congregation, and they have 
been remembered long after. The par- 
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ents got the point, and so did the chil- 
dren. Usually what I borrowed from a 
book of illustrations did not reach first 
base, but when I related some incident 
that took place in the kitchen the pre- 
ceding week, I made a home run. Let 
us not forget that*the illustrations must 
be bathed in prayer. 


Verse by Verse 


Matt. 6:25.—“Take no thought . .. what 
ye shall eat... drink... put on. Is 
not the life more ...?” Meat, drink, 


and dress are the chief thought of multi- 
tudes, but Christ dismisses them as not 


worth one anxious thought. Life has 
bigger meanings. 
‘ 
Verse 26.—“Behold the fowls .. . they 


sow not, neither . .. reap, nor gather 
into barns . . . your heavenly Fathér 
feedeth them. ...” The birds are ex- 
hibit A. The “yet” in the King James 
Version suggests some incongruity be- 
tween their not sowing, reaping, storing, 
and their being fed. The Greek “and” 
makes the two perfectly in agreement. 


Verse 27.—“Which of you by taking 
thought can add one cubit unto his stat- 
ure?” This verse does not: deal with 
becoming taller, but with lengthening 
one’s life. Anxiety will rather shorten 
it! See American Standard Version. 


Verse 28.—“Consider the lilies ... they 
toil not, neither do they spin.” The wild 
flowers are Exhibit B, to the same effect. 
As the sowing, and so forth, of verse 26 
was the man’s work, so the woman’s 
work appears in this verse. Perhaps 
man’s greater appetite for food, and 


woman’s greater love for dress, are also 
in mind. 

Verse 29.—“Solomon in all his glory 
was not arrayed like one of these.” Yet 
it is not a woman, but a man, that is 
given as the exanf$le of gorgeous attire. 


. But the beauty of the wild flower far 


surpasses the clothing fashioned by man. 


Verse 30.—*. . . the grass of the field 
. , . cast into the oven... . much more 
- you... ?” How quickly the flower- 


ing grass withers beneath the burning 
sun! Then it is used to heat the portable 
ovens. God’s care for the so-short- lived 
grass argues His care for us. 


Verse 31.—“What shall we eat? ... 
What shall we.drink? . . » Wherewithal 
shall we. be clothed?” This “take no 
thought” includes the anxious thought 
of the poor for bare subsistence, and the 
vexing thought of the rich for ever more 
luxury and splendor. 


Verse 32.—“(. . . these thiggs do the 
Gentiles seek: ) for your heavenly Father 
knoweth . . .” Two reasons for not worry- 
ing about ‘these things: (1).it is a 
heathenish practice, and (2) there is no 
need for it wae our Father knows our 
needs. 


Verse 33.—“But seek ye first the king- 
dom of God, and his righteousness; and 
all these things shall be added unto you.” 
Put first things first. “If we make God’s 
business ours, He will make our busi- 
ness His.” 


Phil. 1:9.—“, . . that your love may 
abound yet more and more in knowl- 
edge and in all judgment.” We never 
can have an excess of love. True love 
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is the pathway of knowledge and be- 
haves itself with fine discernment. 


Verse 10.—“. . . approve things that 
are excellent . . . sincere and without 
offence till the day of Christ.” Such 
knowledge and discernment would lead 
to an immediate recognition of the high- 
est forms of conduct. This in turn makes 
for genuineness which does not make 
others stumble. Such is the life we 
should live in view of the coming’ of 
the Lord, A a 

Verse 11.—“. . . filled with the fruits 
of righteousness .. . by Jesus Christ, 
unto the glory ... of God.” Compare 
Galatians 5:22; Hebrews 12:11. Both dur 
righteousness, and all that springs from 
it, are through Christ, issuing in God’s 
glory. 

Chap, 4:8.—“. . . whatsoever things are 


ue, . ; . Reel, . . Re ss + Pe os 
lovely, .. . of good report; if... any 
virtue, . . . any praise, think on these 


things.” Here is direction for our 
thought life. If the mind is full of such 
things, there will be no room for low 
and sordid thought. But thought must 
issue in conduct. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Two things our Lord commands re- 
garding our attitude to earthly things: 
don’t be covetous of more than you need, 
and don’t be careful of what gou need. 
The first of these thoughts He expounds 
in Matthew 6:19-24, and the second in 
verses 25 to 32. The danger of the first 
is that worldly good, here represented 
as mammon, becomes’a master, dominat- 
ing the life over which only God should 
have control. Where mammon is mas- 
ter, God is not Lord. When God truly 
rules a life, mammon is in its proper 
place, as servant. Earthly treasures are 
a poor thing upon which to set our 
hearts, or to which to give our hearts, 
for they quickly perish and pass away, 
leaving us not only stripped of that to 
which we cling, but spiritually desolate. 

Worrying about what we need is no 
better. While it is true that things to 
eat and things to drink and things to 
wear are necessities for this life, they 
are secondary things. There is a life 
bigger than can be nourished by these. 
And do not the birds of the air and the 
wild flowers rebuke us? There nourish- 
ment and dress are provided by the 
Heavenly Father, to whom we mean 
very much more, being created in His 
image and redeemed by the blood of His 
dear Son, and received as His dear chil- 
dren. And what will anxiety accom- 
plish? It certainly will not prolong our 
life nor add inches to aur height (ac- 
cording to the meaning attached to verse 
27), but will only display our unbelief. 

There is a bigger, better choice for 
the child of God. God’s Kingdom and 
righteousness are our supreme business, 
and if we really devote ourselves to 
these, God pledges His word to us that 
He will see to our earthly needs. Is 
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Last Week's Lesson 
5. August 1.—Christian Worship and 
Fellowship. Acts 2:46, 47; Colos- 
sians 3:12-17; Hebrews 10:23-25 


Next Week’s Lesson . 
7. August 15. — Self-Discipline for 
Growth. (Temperance.) Matthew 
16:24, 25; 1 Corinthians 9:24-27; 

2 Timothy 2:3-5; Hebrews 12:1-4 








there any better social security than 
that? 

Paul’s prayers certainly present God’s 
intention for the life of the believer, 
and this in Philippians 1:9-11 is no ex- 
ception. This is more than a prayer. It 
is a pattern of life which we are ex- 
pected to choose. It is a life of progress, 
for it is “more and more.” It is a life 
of love, a very reflection of the love of 
God. It is a life of control, directed by 
knowledge and fine discernment. It is 
a life on the highest plane of excellence, 
lived with a view to the day of the 
Lord’s coming again. It is a life which 
corresponds with that righteousness 
which is God’s gift to us through Christ. 
It is a life which glorifies God. If we 
are satisfied with anything less, God is 
not. If we are satisfied with anything 
less, we do not know God as we ought. 

After all, we think what we choose 
to think. We do not have to think evil 
thoughts, and Paul has given us a very 
praetical recipe to avoid them. Fill the 
mind so. full of things that are true, 
honorable, righteous, pure, admirable, 
praiseworthy, and virtuous that they will 
crowd out intruding evil. Choose the 
good, and chase the evil. 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
ROM what great sermon is the major 
portion of our lesson taken? 

2. What two wrong attitudes to mate- 
rial things are presented in our Lord’s 
teaching? 

3. Are the birds and flowers examples 
of trust in the Heavenly Father? 

4. In what other Scripture does our 
Lord use birds to illustrate the Heavenly 
Father's care? : 

5. Who is the world’s best dressed 
man? 

6. Why did our Lord speak of sowing 
and reaping in Matthew 6:26, and spin- 
ning in verse 28? 

7. What was withered grass used for 
in the Palestine of Christ’s day? 

8. What two reasons does our Lord 
give for not worrying about material 
things? 

9. What kind of life. does love pro- 
duce? 

10. What 
thoughts? 

(Answers on page 621) 


is the antidote to evil 
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7. 
Outline of the Lesson 
1. Choosing a motto for life (Matt. 6:33) 


2. Choosing a manner of life (Phil. 1: 
9-11) 
3. Choosing a method of life (4:8) 


Topics for Development 

First Things First. When Bishop Tay- 
lor Smith was at camp, ministering to 
students from the universities and “pub- 
lic” schools of England, he had the habit 
of making three demands of his “orderly” 
in the morning. His first was, “Give me 
something for my soul,” the second, 
“Give me something for my mind,” and 
the third, “Give me something for my 
body.” The first was supposed to be a 
text of Scripture, the second a joke or 
witty saying, and the third his shaving 
water! At any rate he put first things 
first, 

Hans Nielsen Hauge of Norway dem- 
onstrated the practical value of this 
principle. He was the leader of a mighty 
evangelistic movement which swept his 
country. He has been called the Wesley 
of Norway. Wherever he went, souls 
were saved and lives transformed, de- 
spite the opposition of the clergy. But 
the remarkable feature of his work was 
that besides regenerated men, he left 
in his trail new sawmills and grist- 
mills, better cultivated farms, and all 
sorts of commercial projects which pros- 
pered beyond all promise, some of which 
became international. This man who 
taught his fellows to “seek .. . first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness” 
was the genius behind a mighty. upsurge 
of business prosperity in Norway. (See 
“A Book of Protestant Saints,” by Er- 
nest Gordon, temporarily out of print.) 


“Behold the fowls . . . consider the 
lilies.” Shakespeare speaks about find- 
ing “tongues in trees, books in the run- 
ning brooks, sermons in stones, and good 
in every thing.” But Shakespeare had 
no such faculty for giving tongues to 
the common things of nature as had our 
Lord. To Him the heavens and the earth 
were full of parables of the spiritual 
life. Some of His followers have copied 
their Master in this. Writing, of Thomas 
Guthrie, John Ker has this to say: “A 
splintered rock, with an adder he had 
seen lurking below it, became the gm- 
blem of man’s ruined nature, with the 
poison and the sting beneath. A single 
tree that crowns the top of a crag, amid 
the wreck of a fallen mountain, shows 
where grace can rear its trophies. The 
reeds by the lochside bending to the 
sudden breeze call up the stir of the 
heart under the Spirit’s breath. The 
wild ducks starting from the rushing 
covert, and in a moment out of reach, 
are the riches that fly away on wings. 
The walls of a forsaken shieling at the 
foot of Craig Maskeldie give a glimpse 
of patriarchal life gone by, and take up 
the lament for the exile. The little 
ruined church seen at the lower end of 
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the lake is a symbol of the deserted 
shrine of the-soul, on which ‘Ichabod’ 
may be written.” We need only to re- 
member that creation is God’s other 
book, and ask the Holy Spirit to inter- 
pret it, and we shall have many a good 
lesson. 


Practical Applications 

If meat, drink, and dress are all we 
live for, ‘life is not worth living. 

Don’t covet more than you need; don’t 
be concerned: about what you need. The 
Father knows. 

Meat, drink; and dress are not big 
enough matters to occupy the soul of 
man, yet God will not neglect these in 
His care for His children, 

Does God care for birds and flowers, 
which He made for the passing hour? 
Then He.will care for me, whom He 
has created in His own image, redeemed 
with the precious blood of Christ, and 
called to eternal glory. 

Love is not a blind, ignorant passion, 
but is the highest emotion of the soul, 
ordered by knowledge and discernment. 

Christians should be thinkers, and 
all their thinking should be on the high- 
est plane. 
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Golden Text 
Phil. 1:9, 10—*. . . I pray, that your 
love may abound .. . that ye may ap- 


prove things that are excellent.” The 
prayers: of Paul are part of inspired 
Scripture, and should be studied in order 
to secure a picture of what kind of peo- 
ple God would have us to be. Here love, 
in its wide-eyed discernment of all that 
is excellent, is the chief mark of the 
Christian character. 
ELMuurRsT, ILL. 
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From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


Succestep HyMns 
“I Am Thine, O Lord” 
“Give of Your Best to the Master” 
“Just As I Am, Thine,Own To Be” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Gracious 
Father, Thy patient love is behind Thy 
constant provision for our needs, and 
we would this day look beyond Thy 
many gifts to Thee, the Giver of every 
good and perfect gift. Receive our 
thanks for all Thy goodness, and make 
us to grow like Thee, ever showing 
mercy to others as we have seen it in 
Thee. Bless our meditation in Thy Word 


YOU CAN REACH IT, TOO! 








hold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither 
do they reap, nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly 
Father feedeth them. Are ye not much better than they ? >? 


—_ 








(Matt.6: 26) 
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just now, and use it to set our hearts 
toward being the best that we can be 
for truth and righteousness and Thee. 
Where suffering, distress, sickness, and 
sorrow hold sway, be near to help the 
afflicted. Send a great spiritual awaken- 
ing through all, lands that have the Gos- 
pel, and send out the glad tidings of the 
Saviour to all peoples yet to hear, it. 
Guide the leaders of the nations in the 
ways of justice and of peace. Increase 
godliness in this land together with the 
conduct that befits 4 Christian faith. For- 
give us whatever soils our lives at this 
time and cleanse us from every evil 
thing, setting us free from sinful habit 
that we may walk‘ at liberty as those 
who know and serve a risen Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—It has been truly 
said that it is possible to have a saved 
soul but a lost life. Paul told the Corin- 
thians that the work of some Christians 


now Give your BES 


will not stand the test of Christ’s judg- 
ment and they will suffer loss hereafter, 
even though they are saved (1 Cor. 3: 
13-15). 

Are you a Christian? If so, are you 
set to be at your best for Christ? An 
actor and a missionary became ac- 
quainted an ocean voyage and had 
some long talks that opened the eyes 
of the actor to what real Christianity 
means. As they parted, the actor said, 
“IT see now that if Christ is to be any- 
thing to a man, He must be everything.” 
Is He everything to you? Our lesson, 
when it requires us to seek first the 
Kingdom of God and His righteousness, 
urges that Christ should be everything 
to us. 

Every Christian should have it as his 
constant aim to be at his best for Christ. 
Certainly He is worthy of our best. Keep 
ever fresh in mind what you owe to Him 
and you will not think of giving Him 
shoddy service crammed into your left- 
overs of time. 

Give of your best to the Master; 

Naught else is worthy His love; 

He gave Himself for your ransom, 

Gave up His glory above: 
Laid down His life without murmur, 
You from sin’s ruin to save; 

Give Him your heart’s adoration, 

Give Him the best that you have. 


Cavcary, ALTA., CAN. 
we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson - 


“Behold the fowls . . . your heavenly 
Father feedeth them... .” (Matt. 6:26). 
—Numerous are the lessons the Lord 
would have us learn from animals. (See 
Job 12:7-10; Psa, 32:8, 9; Prov. 30:24-31; 
Isa, 1:3.) 

The special thing the Lord would have 
us learn from the birds is the absence 
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of anxiety regarding food and drink. 
The birds do not sow, reap, nor garner 
grain for their need, yet they are fed 
—“your heavenly Father feedeth them.” 

He may use men to do it, as the poet 
said: 

He careth for the sparrows! 

*Through days of darkest dread, 

His love has kept them sheltered, 

His servants kept them fed. 
But in the’ final analysis, the Lord is 
their feeder. : 

“Are ye not much better than they?” 
The Lord says we are, even though some 
of His disciples may fall into such a 
state of doubt and despondency as to 
say with Asaph, “So foolish was I, and 


ignorant: I was as a beast before thee”. 


(Psa. 73:22). ‘The Church constitutes 
the “one pearl of great price,” which 
Christ as the merchantman bought after 
He sold all He had (Matt. 13:45, 46). 
There should be no doubt in any Chris- 
tian’s mind as to the value He places 
upon us. 
If we read such a passage as John 17, 
for example, and believe that which He 
said to the Father about us, there will 
not be room in our hearts to doubt the 
fact that the Father will feed us. 
The very birds reprove thee 
With all their happy songs; 

The very flowers teach thee 
That fretting is a wrong. 

“Cheer up,” the sparrow chirpeth, 
“Thy Father feedeth me; 

Think how much more He careth, 
Oh, lonely child, for thee.” 

A young lad was put on a train by 
his father, and sent on a journey to his 
aunt in the city. As the boy entered the 
train, he was greatly troubled at the 
thought of what might happen to him 
while on that train, and when he reached 
his destination. But he soon discovered 
that all his worrying was for nothing. 
No sooner had ‘the train started than 
the conductor came and spoke very 
kindly to him. Then the newsboy 
brought him apples, candy, and picture 
books. The time passed very quickly 
and pleasantly. When he arrived at the 
city, there was a cab to take him safely 
to his aunt’s home. The boy couldn't 
understand it. He thought it was a mir- 
acle. But as he grew older he learned 
that it was his father who had told the 
conductor to look after him, and who 
gave money to the newsboy to supply 
his wants; and who had wired ahead for 
the cab to meet him. Because his father 
was on the job, all his wants had been 
anticipated and provided for. Evidently, 
the father had not informed the boy as 
to what he had done. Our Father has 
given us advance information as to what 
He is doing for us, hence we should 
believe and enjoy His thoughtfulness and 
provision. 

“Consider the lilies of the field...” 
(Matt. 6:28).—Expositors inform us that 
a different word is used here from that 
which pointed out the birds to our notice, 
And the reason is clear. The wild birds 
flit away from us, and it is but a pass- 
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ing glimpse or two that we obtain. But 
the flowers are stationary, and we may 
concentrate on them as often as we will. 

The lesson to be learned from flowers 
relates to dress. Our Father has given 
such gorgeous dresses to the flowers that 
they completely excel in glory the fabu- 
lous robes of Solomon—the wisest and 
richest of kings! 

The tulip and the butterfly 

Appear in gayer coats than I: 

Let me be dressed fine as I will, 

Flies, worms, and flowers exceed me still. 

—Isaac Watts. 

Has He not clothed us with Heaven’s 
incomparable livery (Rom. 3:22; Isa. 61: 
10); and shall He not clothe our bodies? 

Were I, O God, in churchless lands re- 

maining, 
Far from all voice of teachers or divines, 

My soul should find in flowers of Thy 

ordaining, 
Priests, sermons, shrines! 
—Horace Smith. 

“Therefore take no thought, saying, 
What shall we eat? . ; .” (Matt, 6:31).— 
This does not mean that the Lord would 
have us thoughtless, but free from all 
thoughts that beget anxiety, doubt, and 
fear. > 

A sparrow had built its nest in a 
freight car while in the shop for repair. 
When the car was in order and put in 
service again, a nest full of young spar- 
rows seemed about to be robbed of a 
mother’s care. But though the car trav- 
eled several hundred miles, the mother 
bird would not desert her young. The 
sympathy of the trainmen was touched, 
and they notified the division superin- 
tendent, who ordered the car out of 
service until the small birds were able 
to care for themselves. 

If a great railroad system can be or- 
dered so as to protect helpless sparrows, 
is it hard to believe that the great super- 
intendent of the universe orders all 
things for the good of His children? 


“But seek ye first the kingdom of God 
. . 2 (Matt. 6:33).—The interpretation 
of this passage is for those whom the 
Lord called, “ye of little faith.” Cer- 
tainly it has an application to the un- 
saved, for they should put first things 
first, as well as believers. But the text 
is the climax of the Lord’s message to 
His own regarding their implicit trust 
in God for all the necessities of life. 

“Q what a blessed change would it 
make in our hearts and lives, did we 
but firmly believe this truth: that the 
best way to be comfortably provided 
for in this world is to be most intent 
upon another world!” (Matthew Henry.) 


Wawona, CaLir. 
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Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, ctrcu- 
lation, advertising, and egitorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Say, Fellows, — 
* Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, the keynote of this les- 

son is in Matthew 6:33. It tells what 
to do first. If you have a desired end 
to accomplish, it is important to know 
what is the first step, especially if you 
have never been that way before and 
are unfamiliar with the order of pro- 
cedure, “Seek ye first the kingdom of 
God, and his righteousness,” says our 
Lord, “and all these things shall be 
added unto you.” 

What things? Those things He is 
Speaking of in verse 31: food, drink, 
and clothing. 

Are they necessary to our happiness? 
Surely they are. .God ‘has created us 
so that we would be very uncomfort- 
able and very unhappy without them. 
We must have them in order yy live a 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 


CHOOSING THE BEST’ 











- “2e 



























618 (10) * 





normal physical life. At the same time 
God has also created in us a spiritual 
life which is vasgly more™ important, 
because it goes on forever, while the 
physical is only \temporary. 

Satan would have us forget and neg- 
lect our spiritual life, thereby letting 
it starve. Thus he leads us to indulge 
our physical appetites until we become 
slaves to them, and devote our whole 
time and thought and effort to what we 
’ shall eat, what we shall drink, and 
wherewithal we shall be clothed. Many 
a fellow has threshed his life out striv- 
ing for “these things,” only to find at 
last that he must give them up, and enter 
upon his eternal spiritual life unpre- 
pared. In the meantime, after all his 
striving and getting, food, drink, and 
raiment give very brief satisfaction— 
indeed, they perish with the using. 

Now here is where our Lord is so 
wonderfully gracious. He knows our 
physical needs far better than we know 
them; and He is able and ready to sup- 
ply them in all sufficiency; but He wants 
us to trust Him for that, while we wisely 
seek the spiritual nourishment for our 
immortal souls. Not that we should be 
careless of the physical, but that we 
should be temperate and hold it in 
proper bounds. 

A visitor asked me this afternoon what 
I would advise a young fellow to do first 
in developing his spiritual life, and I 
suggested that he should make the ac- 
quaintance of the Holy Spirit, cultivate 
an intimate companionship with Him, 
seek His counsel and guidance, and ask 
Him for the power to follow it. I be- 
lieve the effort would be abundantly re- 
warded, and he would proceed with the 
happy consciousness that his course was 
being directed by the wisest and best 
Guide in all the world. The filling sta- 
tion operator, at your request, gives you 
a perfect road map, and as you drive 


off he smiles and says, “Happy motor- . 


ing.” You have a refreshing feeling of 
new confidence, the engine seems to run 
more smoothly, the sky is brighter, the 
birds are singing (you hadn’t heard them 
before, you were wondering if you might 
be on the wrong road and your food 
does not digest when you are worried), 
and the destination altheugh hundreds 
of miles away is plainly in sight. 

Jesus said: “And I say unto you, Ask, 
and it shall be given you; seek, and ye 
shall find; knock, and it shall be opened 
unto you” (Luke 11:9). 

Jesus has never broken a contract— 
and He never will 


WEAVERVILLE, N. C, 
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’ Our chief concern should be to be 
ready to hear what God speaks, and, 
hearing, immediately to obey. If we 
have not grown in grace it is because 
we have resisted the Spirit. For it is 
through Him alone that we understand 
Christ.—G. Campbell Morgan, D.D. 


\ 
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My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


IFE is made up of choices. The kind 

of persons you become will be de- 
termined more by the choices you make 
than by anything else. When you get 
to college you will probably be told that 
people are the product of their heredity 
and environment. Your heredity deter- 
mined the capacities with which you 
were born, and your environment means 
your surroundings and the things that 
have influenced you. Heredity and en- 
vironment are both important, but the 
choices you make are still more impor- 
tant. You yourself decide which capac- 
ities you will develop and to what ex- 
tent. The older you grow the more you 
can choose your environment, but even 
now you can decide to which influences 
you will yield. In your present sur- 
roundings there -are influences toward 
God, and influences away from Him. The 
choice is yours. 

We make life choices and we also 
make daily choices. The life choices 
determine gur happiness in* this world 
and in the next. The first life choice 
to be made is acceptance of the Lord 
Jesus Christ as your Saviour. No life 
can be a success in the sight of God un- 
less this great decision has been made. 

For several Sundays I have been tell- 
ing you a little about seven children who 
were killed in a great landslide in India 
in the year 1899. I have told you about 
Wilbur Lee and his brother Herbert, 
also about the Hindu girl who was living 
with the Lee children at the time of 
the disaster. 

Ada Lee was only eight years old when 
she went to be with the Lord, but she 
had alrtady made the first great life 
choice. She took Jesus as her Saviour 
a few months before her death. Her 
decision for Christ was so real it changed 
the expression of her face. She was an 
unusually clever little girl, and after 
she was saved she used her brains to 
memorize verses from the Bible. Her 
favorite one was, “They that trust in 
the Lord shall be as mount Zion, which 
cannot be removed, but abideth for 
ever” (Psa, 125:1). Perhaps she thought 
of that verse when the -hill above her 
house was caving in. Isn’t it wonderful 
that there are things which cannot be 
moved? In Ada’s last letter to her 
mother she wrote, “I want to have a 
pure heart always.” . Again she was 
choosing the best! Dear child, she got 
her wish, for she was suddenly trans- 
lated into that world where “naught 
that defileth can ever enter in.” 

Her youngest sister,. Esther, was only 
five at the time of the disaster. She 
loved to sing hymns, knowing many by 
heart, Esther had stayed with her par- 
ents until a few weeks before the acci- 
dent. When she went to visit her 


brothers and sisters, her mother said to 
her, “Don’t forget to pray, and don’t 
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quarrel with your sister [meaning Ada].” 
Esther answered, “No, I won't, for if I 
did those things God would not be 
pleased.” Young as she was, Esther re- 
alized that pleasing God is important. 
A life choice to please Him is the great- 
est choice that can be made, but it must 
be followed by choosing His will eaeh 
day. 

_Let’s turn to Matthew 6: 19-34 and take 
turns reading the verses. This whole 
passage makes it clear that a choice 
must be made between the things of the 
world and the things of the Lord. We 
cannot serve two masters. Why is it 
better to lay up treasure in Heaven than 
on earth? (There are no moths, no rust, 
and no thieves there.) Then how can 
we lay up treasure in Heaven? (Give 
to missionaries. Obey God’s Word. Tell 
others about the Lord.) Those are good 
suggestions. The next few verses tell us 
not to make the getting of food and 
clothes the main business of our lives. 
We should thank God for the good pro- 
vision He has made for us. All of us 
seem to have enough to eat, and every 
one of us is nicely dressed. But there 
is danger of spending too much money 
and time on our clothes. In this pas- 
sage the Lord reminds us of how beau- 
tifully He clothes the lily without any 
anxious thought on its part. He wants 
us to seek first His Kingdom and His 
righteousness. Then all our needs will 
be taken Care of. Here, then, is an- 
other important choice to be made: 
“God first.” 

Lois, the next to the eldest girl in the 
Lee family, did seek first the Kingdom 
of God and His righteousness. She 
could have been an actress, but instead 
decided to be a medical missionary, if 
she lived to grow up. She said to her 
mother, “I am ready to go anywhere 
God wants me to go.” Lois kept a diary 
for several years. One entry says: “I’m 
sorry I was naughty today. I’ll try never 
to be naughty again.” Another one: 
“I’m going to be a very good girl with 
God’s help. I’m going to try to make 
everyone happy. I wish to remember 
the Golden Rule.” An entry written 
when she was fourteen reads: “Today 
I read Luke, chapters 13-20. I got a 
great blessing. Oh, God, help me to help 
Wilbur and Herbert!” Lois had been 
saved at the age of nine and she was 
taken to Heaven at fifteen. During 
those years she really shone for Christ. 
She used to choose a Bible verse for 
her motto each year. For the last year 
of her life she took, “The mountains 
shall depart, and the hills be removed; 
but my kindness shall not depart from 
thee, neither shall the covenant of my 
peace be removed, saith the Lord that 
hath mercy on thee” (Isa. 54:10). No 
doubt she thought of those words as the 
hill upon which they lived was removed. 
It would seem as if the Lord guided her, 
as well as her little sister Ada, to learn 
verses that would help them to trust 
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peacefully in Him their last night on 
earth. Certainly the choices Lois made 
laid up treasure for her in Heaven, 
which she was so unexpectedly taken 
up that night to see! : 

Turn to Philippians 1:9-11. “Here Paul 
prays that the Philippians may increase 
in love, in knowledge, and in judgment, 
and that they might be sincere and filled 
with the fruits of righteousness. This 
prayer can be answered for us, too, if we 
choose like the Lees to go God’s way 
rather than ours. How glad they have 
been all these years in Heaven that 
they made that choice! 


FERNDALE, WASH. 
ve 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this ~ 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
335 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Worth the Cost.—And this I pray, that 

your love may abound yet more and 
more in knowledge and in all judgment; 
that ye may approve things that are 
excellent (Phil. 1:9, 10, Golden Text). 
The Chronic Kicker said, “Our church 
costs too much; I’m sick of always be- 
ing asked for money.” The Silent Sup- 
porter replied: “I want to tell you a story 
out of my own life. Some years ago a 
baby boy was born in our home. From 
the time he was born he cost us money. 
We had to buy food, clothing, and medi- 
cine; and, after a while, toys and a puppy 
dog. Then, when he started to school, 
he cost us more. When he went away 
from home to preparatory school our 
expenses increased. When he went to 
college they were still greater. He 
started going around with girls occa- 
sionally—and you know how much that 
costs. When he graduated from college, 
Uncle Sam called him. One day we got 
word ftom the Government: +‘ 
killed in action.’ He hasn’t cost us a 
cent since—not a cent!”—From Appa- 
lachian Mountain Messenger. Sent by 
M. Irene Jury, Glendale, Calif. 





Useless Anxiety.—Take no thought for 
your life, what ye shall eat, or what ye 
shall drink; nor yet for your body, what 
ye shall put on (Matt. 6:25). A couple 
started off to ride to a friend’s. The 
morning was pleasant, and. they enjoyed 
themselves until they happened to re- 
member a certain bridge which was very 
old and, probably unsafe. “I shall never 
dare to go over that bridge,” exclaimed 
the wife; “and we can’t get across the 
river any other way!” “Oh,” said the 
man, “I forgot that bridge. It is a bad 
place; suppose it should break through 
and we should fall into the water and 
be drowned!” “Or,” said the. woman, 
adding to his complaint, “suppose you 
should step on a rotten plank and break 
your leg; what would become of me and 





‘ commands.” 


’ THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


the baby?” “I don’t know,” responded 
the husband, “what would become of 
any of us, for I couldn’t work, and we 
should all starve to death!” So the 
lugubrious talk ran on until they 
reached the spot where the old bridge 
had stood—and lo, they discovered that 
since they had been there it had been 
replaced with a new one! All their 
anxiety had been worse than useless.— 
From the King’s Business. Sent by Al- 
bert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


Sufficient for the Day’s Need.—Your 
heavenly Father knoweth that ye have 
need of all these things (Matt. 6:32). 
God reveals Himself just as we need 
Him. He never gives us what we shall 
want tomorrow; He gives us richly what 
we need today. Just as water, poured 
into twenty goblets, will take the dif- 
ferent shape of every goblet, so the grace 
of God poured into twenty days will fill 
the different needs of every day. And 
that is. why Christ, who knows the 
Father’s heart, bids us never be anxious 
for the morrow. When we need the 
ladder we shall have the ladder. When 
we require the army we shall get it. 
We shall have grace to live by, while 
we are called to live. We shall have 
grace to die by, when we are called to die. 
—From Dr. G. H. Morrison, in the Brit- 
ish Weekly. Sent by J. A. Clark, South- 
port, Eng. 

A Christian First!—Seek ye first the 
kingdom of God, and his righteousness 
(Matt. 6:33). When Millet, whose “An- 
gelus” captivated the whole art-loving 
world, was about to depart from his 
home for Paris, where he was to be- 
come a pupil of Delaroche, his pious old 
grandmother said to him, “I would rather 
see you dead than unfaithful to God’s 
And when he was just 
coming into his glory as one of the great- 
est painters of his day, the same woman, 
whose influence made itself felt in every~ 
picture he painted, reminded him, “Re- 
member, son, that you were a Christian 
before you were a painter.” A Christian 
first! This is the advice that every child 
of God must heed., Whether we are 
business people or professional people, 
whether in the family, the factory, or 
the field, we must be Christians first.— 
From the King’s Business. Sent by Mrs. 
M. Watts, Fetcham, Surrey, Eng. Prize 
illustration. 


A Minister’s Soft Answer.—And this I 
pray, that your love may abound yet more 
and more in knowledge and in all judg- 
ment (Phil. 1:9). A young minister was 
late. in going home one evening from the 
church. He entered a crowded car, with 
his Bible under his arm, and at once 
there began some sneering remarks from 
some rough fellows. These remarks 
kept up, and when ‘the young minister 
left the car, to the amusement of his 
companions, one youth said, “Say, guv, 
how far is it to Heaven?” Many a 


Christian under the circumstances would 
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have kept quiet or have resented the in- 
sult,-but the minister, with a quiet dig- 
nity and with all gentleness, replied: 
“It is only a step; will you take it now?” 
The reply and the influence of the young 
minister keeping his ‘temper under pro- 
voking circumstances were later the 
means of bringing that young man to 
Christ.—From Emergency Post. Sent by 
Martin M. Hyzer, Andes, N. Y. 


Do You Live It at Home?—And with- 
out offence till the day of Christ; being 
filled with the fruits of righteousness 
(Phil. 1:10, 11).. While a missionary was 
giving an address to some Hindu women, 
one’ of them got up and Walked out. 
After a short absence she returned|and 
listened more intently than before. At 
the close the missionary asked her if 
she left because she was not interested. 
The Hindu woman replied: “Oh, yes, 
I was so interested in the wonderful 
things you were saying that I went out 
to ask your carriage driver whether Fou 
really meant it, and avhether you lived 
it at home. He said you did, so I came 
back to listen again."—From Martha 
Lupton’s “They Tell a Story.” Sent by 
Mrs. C. D. Rhymes, Monticello, Miss. 


Bringing Their-Perfume With Them. 
—Being filled with the fruits of right- 
eousness, which are by Jesus Christ 
(Phil, 1:41). In one of the cities of 
Europe a press correspondent had gone 
to a restaurant to get something to eat 
at the noon hour, It was a little early, 
and after he had been there a while 
a half-dozen working people came in. 
They sat down, had their lunch, and left. 
A little later he was conscious of a 
very beautiful odor of* perfume ‘ per- 
meating the entire room. He asked the 
waitress about it. She said, “These peo- 
ple that have been here are all workers 
from a perfume factory in the neighbor- 
hood. They bring the perfume with 
them.” Wouldn’t it be nice to be that 
kind of Christian? Well, that is the 
meaning of 2 Corinthians 2:14 “Now 
thanks be unto God, which always 
causeth us to triumph in Christ, and 
maketh manifest the savour of his 
knowledge by us in every place.”—From 
Pastor Edward Drew, in the Evangel. 
Sent by Albert Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


For Junior Teachers 
‘ By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Choosing the’ Best (Matt. 6:24-29; Phil. 4:8) 


"Gy you take your class outdoors for 
this lesson?’ Show a picture of ap- 
petizing cake or pie. Yum, doesn't that 
look good! But is that all you should 
eat? What have you learned about 
choosing good foods? : 
The Lord Jesus was preaching out- 
doors one day. He saw people so busy 
making gardens, or cutting grain and 
getting it into the barn, that they did 
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not have time to listen to Him. Some 
women were so busy spinning wool’and 
weaving cloth for new clothes that they 
did not teach their children the Scrip- 
tures as Timothy’s mother and grand- 
mother did. So He told those who would 
listen—you can pretend He is sitting 
right there (indicate a spot): “No man 
can work for two bosses. He will hate 
one and love the other. Or he will stick 
to one and not care about the other. 
You cannot work for God and Money. 
That is why I tell you: Do not worry 
about your life, what you will have to 
eat or drink; nor about your body, what 
youwill have towear. Is not life more im- 
portant than food, and your body than 
clothes? . Watch the birds in thé air! 
They are not planting seeds, nor cutting 
grain, nor storing in barns. But your 
Father in Heaven is feeding them. [Let 
the children tell how.] Are you not 
worth more than they? Which of you 
can@add one foot to the length of his 
life by worrying? Then why. worry 
about clothes? Look at the flowers in 
the field! See how they grow! They do 
not work hard nor make cloth. But I 
tell you even Solomon in all his glory 
was not dressed like one of them!... 
Your Father in Heaven Knows that you 
need all these things. Put His Kingdom 
first and what He calls right, then all 
these things will be given you besides.” 

Some of our class are not here today 
—maybe they are too busy playing. 
Should that, like work, come before the 
Lord? Perhaps Mother had to help you 
choose right this morning so you would 
keep on growing in your spirit! 

Two boys usyally liked to go to Sun- 
day school.. One Sunday morning the 
first snow of the season was on the 
ground. The boys were so eager to play 
in it that they wanted to stay home. 
Mother said: “If you go to .Sunday 
school and church, you may play in the 
snow all afternoon. But if you do not 
go to church, you cannot go out all 
day.” On the way home the older one 
said: “The snow is most ail gone now. 
But I have such a good feeling inside 
me because I went to church!” There 
was plenty more snow before the win- 
ter was over! 

At a signal have a pupil bring you a 
letter. Open it. Why, Paul has sent us 
a message, too, today! It is very short. 
Listen! “Christian brothers, think about 
these things: things that are true, things 
that are worth while, things that are fair, 
things that are pure, .things that are 
lovely, things that are nice, anything that 
is good, anything that brings praise. 
Check up on all things. Hold onto what 
is good. Keep away from every’ kind 
of wrong.” 

What were you thinking or. talking 
about on the way to Sunday school? 
Have a pupil ready with a comic book. 
Look it over, and check it with Paul’s 
list (Phil. 4:8). Radio and television 


programs may also be checked. “Prove 
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all things; hold fast that-which is good” 
(1 Thess, 5:21, Memory Verse). | Keep 
away from every kind of wrong (v. 22, 
free translation). 

Use a tag with a bird or flower seal 
for a lesson reminder. You can put the 
Bible references on the back. (Matt. 6: 
24; 6:26; 6:28-30; 6:33; Phil. 1:9, 10; 4:8; 
1 Thess, 5:21, 22): Put G for good on 
the measuring stick. » 
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Far Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


EBBIE loved the Lord Jesus very 

much. But Debbie was a worrier. 
It seems strange that a girl as little as 
you boys and girls would have anything 
to worry about. But Debbie did—or at 
least she thought she did. Sometimes 
she worried that she would not pass her 
tests in school. And, because there were 
only three children in her whole class 
(and they were her brother and sister 
and herself), she thought she would. be 
disgraced forever if she failed one of her 
tests. So she worried about it. Now it was 
right that she should have studied as 
hard as she could (which she did). And 
it was right that she should ask the Lord 
Jesus to help her in her tests (which 
she did). But it was not right for her 
to cry and get upset and say to her 
mother, “Oh, Mommy, I’m afraid I won’t 
pass my test!” 

Another thing that worried her was 
snakes. Debbie was more afraid of 
snakes than of anything else.’ Most peo- 
ple do not have to be afraid of seeing 
snakes, But because Debbie lived with 
her missionary parents in South America 
in a place where there were lots and 
lots of deadly snakes, snakes worried 
her. Now it was right that she should 
take every precaution when she was 
outside of the house where the snakes 
were. It was right that she should pray 
and ask the Heavenly Father to. protect 
her. And she did that. But it was wrong 
for her to worry and cry often (as she 
did) for fear that sometime a snake 
might kill her. 

One day a hunter was visiting in their 
home. When he learned how worriéd 
Debbie was about snakes he told .her 
a most amazing story: “One morning 
while I was out hunting, I heard the 
cries of a bird. He was fluttering over 
a leafy spot which doubtless ‘contained 
his tiny nest. He was obviously in great 
distress. Then I saw the trouble! Creep- 
ing toward the tree was one of the most 
venomous snakes in South America. His 
small, glittering eyes were fixed on the 
bird’s nest, and his forked tongue darted 
quickly out and in, as though anticipat- 
ing his prey. 

“Then the most curious thing hap- 
pened. The bird flew quickly away as 
though in search of something. And in 
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no time at all he had returned with a 
small twig, covered with leaves, in his 
beak. He laid the twig carefully across 
the nest, covering his mate and the tiny 
birds. Then he flew to one of the top- 
most branches of the tree, and ther» he 
Sat calmly and quietly. By this time the 
snake had reached the tree. He twisted 
himself around the trunk and climbed 
the tree. Then gliding along the branch 
he came close to the nest. He lifted his 
venomous head, ready to dart upon the 
mother bird and her family. His glit- 
tering eyes looked at the nest for a mo- 
ment, and then—then, suddenly throwing 
his head back as if he had received a 
sudden blow, he turned around and as 
fast as possible made his way back down 
the tree and disappeared in the tall 
grass. The father bird, who had been 
sitting quietly in the treetop, suddenly 
started to sing out a lovely song of 
praise. . 
“Why had the snake left so quickly? 
It was because the branch that the father 
bird had placed over the nest was taken 
off a bush which is poisonous to the 
snake, and which he is never known to 


touch! How did the father bird know 
that? I don’t know. But I do know 
this: if a father bird knows how to 


take care of his little family and protect 
them from deadly snakes, I know that 
the dear Heavenly Father who loves 
Debbie with all of His great heart of love 
will care for her and protect her in His 
own wonderful way.” 

Debbie’s daddy added, “And our dear 
Father God is just as mindful of us in 
other ways, toc. And that is why the 
Lord Jesus told us that we need not 
worry about what we shall eat or drink 
or wear” (Matt. 6:31). (Debbie had 
often been anxious about those things!) 
“If we seek to do the things that please 
Him always, He will take care of all the 
other things.” 

And from that day on, whenever Deb- 
bie was tempted to worry, she ‘remem- 
bered “The Wise Little Bird.” 1 

Among Us Teachers: The truths that 
are stressed in this lesson are very beau- 
tifully illustrated by the two Bible 
stories used in Lesson Eight of the 
“Learning To Grow the Bible Way” 
series.2 (We trust you have beep using, 
this splendid series during this quarter.) 
Zacchaeus is a fine example of one who 
had much money but who was miser- 
ably unhappy. (See Matt. 6:24.) The 
story of Elisha’s servant who was afraid 
and unduly anxious is exactly the les- 
son to use in illustrating the truths of 
Matthew 6: 27-33. 





1 This story is available in picture book form 
at 70 cents and will make an excellent con- 
tribution to’ teaching this lesson. Order 
from your bookstore or from Bible Supply 
Station, 113 E. 8th Ave., Topeka, Kans. 

2 Available at Christian bookstores, or from 
International Child Evangelism Fellowship, 
P.O. Box 616, Pacific Palisades, Calif., $3.10. 
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‘Lesson for August 8 
This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on pcge 615) 

1, The Sermon on the Mount. 

2. Coveting more than we need, and 
being anxious for what we need. 

3. We only -sentimentally draw that 
lesson; but trust, such as we are ex- 
horted to exercise, is a moral act, of 
which birds and flowers are incapable. 

4. See Matthew 10:29-31 and Luke 12: 
6, 7. 

5. Matthew 6:29 would suggest Solo- 
mon, but whoever is clothed in the gar- 
ment of salvation is better dressed than 
he. 

6. The first was man’s work; the sec-, 
ond, woman’s. 

7. For heating portable ovens. 

8. It is a heathen practice; and there is 
no need for it, since the Father knows. 


9. A life of excellency, which causes ™ 


none to stumble (Phil. 1:9, 10). 
10. Filling the mind _ with 
thoughts (Phil. 4:8). 


ELMuurstT, ILL. 
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Evangelistic Seminar 
(Continued from page 613) 


Campaigns with headquarters at Phila- 
delphia. Mr. Davis was the leader of 
the morning prayer periods préceding 
the panel discussions and work-hours 
with pastors. and leaders. Mrs.” Gilbert 
€. Davis, well-known radio Gospel 
Singer of Philadelphia and wife of a 
prominent Christian businessman, served 
as the registrar. Mr. Horace F. Dean, 
president of Christ for America, moder- 
ated the seminar, and the music was 
under the direction of J. Stratton Shu- 
felt, nationally known soloist and song- 
leader of Wheaton, IIl. 


Dr. Parr thrilled the audience on the 
opening night With his showing for the 
first time a new collection of slides 
graphically portraying the growth of his 
church from its small beginning. The 
original fourteen members were pic- 
tured, and from this group Gilead Bap- 
tist Church today has grown to be one 
of America’s great churches. Sunday 
schog) attendances during April this 
year have passed the four thousand 
mark. The fruits of persistent visitation 
evangelism were demonstrated conclu- 
sively. Scores of Philadelphia-area pas- 
tors have been challenged to put their 
churches on a continuous and permanent 
evangelistic basis following practical 
plans laid out by Dr. Parr. The value 
of the seminar to these pastors is indi- 
cated by the testimonials that follow, 
and these are merely representative of 
many more that could be furnished: 

From the Rev. Jack Ludlam, pastor 
of the flourishing Marcus Hook Baptist 
Church: “I have previously given men- 


* ence. 


noble ; 
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tal assent to the words of Jesus when 
He said, ‘The fields are white already 
“to harvest.’ After first-hand. contact 
with Dr. Parr’s vision and Dr. Wilson's 
compassion, not only my mind but now 
my heart has come to see the whitened 
fields all about us in the Chester area. 
I now realize that the fields can be re- 
peated and the harvest must be gathered 
in while it is yet day. Immediately we 
shall be launching a program of reach- 
ing our own whitened fields for the 


, Saviour.” 


Pastor Ernest K. Moyer of the rural 
Rocky Ridge Mennonite Church near 
Quakertown, Pa., says: “I atterided the 
Christ for America seminar at Philadel- 
phia and it was a great personal experi- 
Wé believe that personal evange- 
lism practiced by the church will bring 
the lost to Christ. We are immediately 
sponsoring a visitation evangelistic pro- 
gram here.” 

This word came from”Harry J. Jagger, 
Executive Vice-President, The Sunday 
School Times Company: “The days of 
the seminar have been most blessed. The 
teachings out of God’s Word, emphasiz- 
ing the responsibility and privilege of 
every born-again believer-to be a wit- 
ness, have been thoroughly presented. 
The testimonies of those that were saved 
as a result of visitation evangelism were 
indeed stirring. It has been a long time 
since my own heart was so deeply 
moved, and there were many times when 
it was impossible to keep the tears from 
flowing. Certainly my zeal for witness- 
ing has been greatly stimulated, and I 
am sure that the result in having at- 
tended the meetings will be a decided 
improvement in that respect.” 

The Rev. Dwight H. Small, .co-pastor 
with Dr. Donald G. Barnhouse of Tenth 
Presbyterian Church of Philadelphia 
says: “I went'to an early meeting of 
this pilot seminar on personal evange- 
lism intending to sit in on one or two 
sessions. Actually I drove in from the 
suburbs every morning, finding daily 
that the very important matters of my 
week took second place to what I was 
receiving. The most refreshing aspect 
of the seminar was the accent on things 
practical, and the by-passing of things 
theoretical. The inspirational elements 
were of the most practical sort. The 
experience of successful men, shared 
with others in a clinical approach which 
adapts itself to the varying needs of 
the churches represented, is something 
that cannot be derived from the read- 
ing of books specializing on this sub- 
ject. The opportunity of questioning 
such successful pastors as Dr. Parr of 
Detroit is worth a week of afiy minister’s 
busy schedule. The seminar is demon- 
strating to pastors, who may have felt 
that visitation evangelism is the spe- 
cialty of a few, and an impossibility for 
most, that it is really the responsibility 
of all, and the success of all who will 
earnestly trust God to use them. Here 
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WOULD HE ATTACK 
THE MISSIONARIES? 


This stone-age Dani warrior 
and thousands like him live in 
New Guinea’s Shangri-La . 
long isolated from the outside 
world by lofty mountains... 
but now invaded by a little 
band of missionaries landed 
by plane in April, 1954. 
Knowing the Dani reputation 
for ferocity, Christians around 
the world besought divine 
protection for the valiant in- 
vaders ... God answered and 
the tribes along the river 
proved friendly . . . though 
others on the foothills shot 
arrows at the plane. . . The 
occupation force is supplied 
by weekly flights of our plane 
... but it must also have a 
spiritual air lift of earnest 
prayer... You, too, may share 
this venturesome missionary 
advance. 


Write for free booklet 
“BALIEM BEACHHEAD” 


THE CHRISTIAN AND 
MISSIONARY ALLIANCE 


Dept. S 260 West 44th Street, New York 36, N, Y. 
In Canada: 145 Evelyn Avenue, Terente 9, Ont. 
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is a return to apostolic, method and 
power. It is the needed corrective to 
the programs men have devised. No 
greater work will stimulate prayer and 
sacrifice; no work will issue in greater 
blessing, assimilate and direct the en- 
ergy of God’s people, and maintain a 
permanent condition of revival in the 
church. I am persuaded that men every- 
where ought to demand that such a sem- 
,inar, led by men to whom God is giving 
present success, be held in their area. 
I believe it is the one answer to the 
vast city populations of our country.” 

It is probable that the next area-wide 
seminar will be held in Denver. Mr. 
Dean is to meet with a large number 
of evangelical pastors in that city at a 
breakfast conference on July 26 for the 
purpose of considering together plans for 
a fall seminar. [Leaders in other cities 
have expressed a similar interest, and 
pastors and groups of pastors who would 
like to see this thing repeated in their 
own urban areas should communicate 
with Christ for America. Address let- 
ters to Horace F. Dean, president, Christ 
for America, 52 S. Dearborn St, Chi- 
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Scofield ei styles to choose 


Write for catalog describing Scofields and cases 
to fit. FOWLER » 13 Main, oben, Nae York. 
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APPLYING THE GOSPEL 
to EVERYDAY LIFE 
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PRACTICAL CHRISTIAN LIVING 


Lieut.-Gen. William K. Harrison, Jr. 


An ideal pamphlet to mail to young men 
and ‘women in the armed forces or to 
hand out to service men or to make 
available at USO centers. 





24-page pamphlet for 10 cents 
50 cents for six — 90 cents for twelve — 
$3.50 for fifty — $6.00 for one hundred 
All prices postpaid 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting > 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 


Sunday, August 8 


1. Gardens of the Bible 
(Gen. 2:2-17; Mark 14:32-42) 

Topics are copyrighted by the International 

Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 

used by permission. 

N THIS month of vacations, thé 

thoughts of those of us who are 
carrying on at home and meeting regu- 
larly with our young people’s groups 
are directed to Bible Lands where we 
may visit in thought and in spirit even, 
though we cannot do so in person. This 
week we are to “visit” a few of the many 
gardens mentioned in the Bible. 

Perhaps one of the ways in which man 
has been made in the image of God is 
in *his love for a garden, for there are 
few of us, even though we may not have 
a garden of our own, who do not enjoy 
walking and talking and resting in a 
beautiful garden. It may be that ar- 
rangement can be made to hold this 
meeting in the garden of some one of 
your members, or of some member of 
your church, where beautiful surround- 
ings may help to visualize the gardens 
about which we shall be thinking. 

4 ‘ 

The first garden mentioned in the 
Bible, of course, is the Garden of Eden. 
Beautiful though earthly gardens may 
be today, that first garden certainly must 
have been beyond our powers of de- 
scription. No blight, no destructive in- 
sects, no unfavorable conditions of any 
sort marred its beauty and loveliness. 
The Lord Himself had caused it to be 
planted (Gen. 2:8). He chose the trees 
and the flowers and their arrangement, 
and He loved to come there in the cool 
of the day and walk and talk and fellow- 
ship with the man and woman He had 
created and had placed there in the gar- 
den (Gen. 3:8), 


It may be well for some of_us, who 
have sometimes rebelled a bit when we 
have had to take care of garden chores 
around our homes, to note that even this 
first’ garden was not without its work. 
Adam was placed in the Garden of Eden 
“to dress it and to keep it” (Gen. 2: 
15). The labor may not have been as 
irksome as it gets to be today, but cer- 
tainly Adam had to Jearn to care for 
that first garden, and only those who 
learn to care for a garden really get to 
know the~fullest joy and satisfaction 
that one may have in a garden=that 
prospers and is beautiful, 

bd 

Seeing the bare trees and shrubs put 
forth in the spring, and watching plants 
break through the ground where they 
have lain dormant all winter is like 
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greeting old friends. And then there 
is the real pleasure of finding the exact 
spot where a temperamental plant will 
do its best, and the joy of creating that 
is found in bringing new plants and 
flowers into being through seeds or by 
division. There is the indescribable saf- 
isfaction that comes from the smell of 
wet earth and from the fragrance and 
spicy odors of flowers and leaves. There 
is a peculiar quietness and peace that 
comes at twilight or in moonlight, when 
the white flowers of the garden, often 
overshadowed by their brighter com-. 
panions during the day, open to their 
fullest with an almost fluorescent glow, 
and give off their perfume that is often 
more exotic than any that may be found 


* in the glare of .the sun. 


One of the most difficult places in the 
world to be an atheist is in a garden that 
one has tended and kept. Thomas Ed- 
ward Brown wrote a little verse years 
ago that reads: 

A garden is a lovesome thing, God wot! 

Rose plot, 

Fringed pool, 

Ferned grot— 

The veriest school 

Of peace; and yet the fool 

Contends that God is not— 

Not God! in gardens! when the ‘eve is 
- cool? 

Nay, but I have g sign: 

"Tis very sure God walks in mine. 

ye 

But sin entered that lovely first gar- 
den, gnd all our earthly gardens ever 
since have suffered from it. Not only 
did our first parents suffer because of 
their disobedience to God in the Garden 
of Eden, but the whole creation suf- 
fered as well (Gen. 3:17-19). But, 
thank God, God so loved the world that 
He did something about the curse that 
He was compelled to bring upon man 
and upon creation because of man’s sin. 
He did it at terrible cost, the cost of 
His own Son, who gave Himself a ran- 
som for many (1 Tim. 2:6). 

ye 

Two other gardens figure importantly 
in the price that God«had to pay to re- 
deem man from his sin. and disobe- 
dience. One was the Garden of Geth- 
Semane, mentioned in our second Scrip- 
ture portion. It was here that the Lord 
Jesus met the Enemy of our souls,eand , 
came away the victor. Many believe 
that Satan here made one last desperate 
effort to prevent the Lord Jesus from 
going to the cross by attempting to kill 
His physical body, and that this was the 
cup that the Lord Jesus prayed against. 
In any event, the Lord Jesus won the 
victory over whatever Satan had in mind 
in his attack, and went on. to the cross 
to die for you and me so that we might 
have eternal life, and that the fellow- 
ship.between God and man that was so 
blessed in the Garden of Eden might be 
restored. 

we 

The other garden mentioned in this 

same series of events concerning man’s 
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redemption is that which was near to 
Calvary, where the Lord was crucified, 
and in which there was a tomb (John 
19:41) where the Lord’s body. was laid 
until Easter morning, when He arose 
triumphant over sin and death. Many 
believe that the garden near Gordon’s 
Calvary, just outside the old wall of 
Jerusalem, is that garden, and visitors 
may see it and walk in it today. 


ye 

The day is coming when Christ will 
return, and the curse that is now upon 
all creation will be removed and the 
desert will blossom like the rose, and we 
shall see this old earth as man has never 
seen it since the Garden of Eden. Mean- 
while, those of us who know the Lord 
Jesus Christ as our.Saviour and are 
willing to let Him rule in every depart- 
ment of our lives, may have the blessed 
satisfaction of being like a watered gar- 
den, under His own direction and plan- 
ning, green and luxurious even-in the 
midst of spiritual drought all about us 
(Isa, 58:11): The secret of such a life 
“is the spring of living water that never 
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fails and that He supplies, not only to, often would I have gathered thy chil- 


satisfy and rejoice our own hearts, but 
that others, through us, may know His 
joy and satisfaction. You may not be 
fortunate enough to have an earthly gar- 
den that you can call your own. But 
each of us may be a garden of the Lord, 
if we will 


PHILADELPHIA, 
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Things Which Belong... 


(Continued from second page) 
ness, bu toward the City of God! There 
is a growing consciousness on the part 
of those who know Christ, and who live 
in close fellowship with Him, that He 
is nigh at hand. That is true of those 
whose emotions~are under control, and 
whose hearts are aflame with love to 
Him, love that is maintained by com- 
munion with Him, which leaves no room 
for self-deception, and by a selfless serv- 
ice in which His honor is sought and 
achieved. There is a unanimity with 
which many are saying, not aggressively, 
nor dogmatically, but with accents of 
quiet confidence, “He is coming soon!” 
In spite of every difficulty, and every 
threatening cloud, and every prognosti- 
cation of dire evil, let us cling to this 
His Word, to its assurance of hope, and 
its implication of urgency in life and 
service. For the time for bearing our 
witness is short, if He is at.hand. And 
the future holds no uncertainty for us. 

These, then, are some of the things, 
to the truth of which the Holy Spirit 
calls special attention; and they are true 
beyond all doubt. Sin and its conse- 
quences! The world-centered life, and 
its consequences! Christ and His aton- 
ing work! Salvation and its immediacy! 
The divine love and its ministry. The 
coming of our Lord and our gathering 
together unto Him. “See that ye refuse 
not him that speaketh” (Heb. 12:25). 
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For Family Worship 
By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 


Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


August 2 to 8 


Mon.—Deuteronomy 30:15-20. 
Choose Life. 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “I have set before 
you life and death, blessing and cursing: 
therefore choose life, that both thou and 
thy seed may live.” God gives men op- 
portunity to select for this life and the 
next that which is good or evil. Joshua 
called upon Israel to “choose” that day 
whom they would serve; and in like 
manner the Word of God exhorts all 
to choose the ways of righteousness and 
peace. One of the saddest words ever 
to fall from the lips of the gracious Lord 
Jesus were uttered with tears as He 
looked over Jerusalem. He said: “How 





dren together, even as a hen gathereth 
her chickens under her wings, and ye 
would not!” (Matt. 23:37.) If the reader 
is lost forever it will be because of his 
choice. Pray for Cedar Lake Conferences, 
Cedar Lake, Ind. 


Tues.—Mark 4:21-25. 
é Selective Listening. 
Prayer SuccestTions: “Take heed what 
ye hear.” Paradise was turned into a 
wilderness because Eve listened to the 
serpent, and Adam hearkened unto his 
sinning wife. What evils would be 
spared us if we obeyed God’s Word about 
hearing! We would turn from them in 
whose lips we discover folly. We would 
hear what the Spirit saith unto the 
churches. We would hear more of the 
Word of God, from which comes faith. 
Do you take heed what and how you | 
hear? Pray jor the Honey Rock Camp, 
Three Lakes, Wis. 
Wed.—Galatians 5:16-26. 
Living in the Spirit. 
PRAYER SuccesTIons: “Walk in the 
Spirit.” Although we are still in the 
flesh we do not have to live and war 
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after the flesh, We are only able to 
escape from fulfilling the lust of the flesh, 
and the doing of those sinful things 
which we would not, by walking after 
the Spirit. “They that are after the 
flesh do mind the things of the flesh; 
but they that are after the Spirit the 
things of the Spirit’ (Rom, 8:5). “As 
many as are led by the Spirit of God, 
they are the sons of God” (Rom. 8:14). 
Pray for Gitche Gumee Camp, Eagle 
River, Mich. 


Thurs.—Philippians 1:9-11. : 
A Sense of Values. 
Prayer Sucéestions; “That ye may ap- 
prove things that are excellent.” God 
alone can give us the true estimate of 
life and of values. By the Word of 
God we become even wiser than our 
teachers. We never have anything to 
unlearn, and we are made thereby wiser 
than our enemies. No one can beat a 
person who has God for His wisdom, 
strength, and grace. We have the choice 
of going by God’s Book or by our own 
look. Pray for Lake Geneva Youth 
Camp, Lake Geneva, Wis. 


Fri.—Romans 7:14-25. The Inner Conflict. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “T find then a law, 
that, when I would do good, evil is 
present with me” (v. 21). All who en- 
deavor to please God without regenera-’ 
tion by the Spirit, through the washing 
of water by the Word, will find that they 
are thwarted in their efforts. The secret 
of triumph is best told in the words of 
Romans 8:1-17. The problem of self is 
as difficult as that of sin. As we need 
Christ for our pardon, we need Him also 
for all of life and godliness. Pray for 
Lake Superior Bible Camp, Ironwood, 


_ Mich, 


Sat.—Luke 5:1-11. Words and Deeds. 

PRAYER SuccEsTIONS: “They forsook all, 
and followed him.” It is easier to listen 
to Christ preach than to obey His Com- 
mandments. The first disciples had to 
learn that doing is the better part of 
hearing. And we, too, if we have the 
Spirit of God, will promise and perform 
the will of God. Our Lord did all that 
He urged His disciples to do (see Acts 
1:1). Do your deeds and words fit in 
with His directions for your discipleship? 
Pray for Providence Summer Bible Con- 
ference, Barrington, R. I. 


Sun.—Joshua 24:14-25. 
Making the Choice Final. 
PRAYER SuacestTions: “But as for me 
and my house, we will serve the 
Lord.” Joshua, like good old Caleb, 
had the Spirit and the purpose to 
serve the Lord, and was made not 
in the flesh but insthe Spirit. Such 
promises only are good and true and 
definitely sure of fulfillment. Have 
you through the Spirit’s grace and 
strength made firm and final choice 
to serve the Lord, under His direc- 
tion, all the days of your life? Pray 


* for Stony Brook Bible Conferences, 


Stony Brook, L. I., N. Y, . 
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